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Dear Hennessy Funds Shareholder:
Investors in the U.S. and abroad have enjoyed a strong rally in global equity markets over
the six months ended April 30, 2017. In the international political arena, investors
appeared to be happy to see a moderate, pro-European Union president elected in France,
swinging the pendulum back towards political stability in Europe following the disruption
caused by the Brexit vote last year.
The political climate here in the U.S. has been interesting. The new Trump
administration has had an unpredictable first few months, grabbing headlines with new
policies and executive orders almost daily. However, the markets once again weathered
the roller coaster of politics and are instead focusing on what the Trump administration’s
stated policy objectives might bring in the future. Equity investors were especially happy
to see a concrete tax reform proposal including a 15% corporate tax rate and a 10%
amnesty rate for the $2.6 trillion of corporate cash sitting abroad, which is effectively
barred from repatriation by a hefty tax penalty.
While politics was certainly a factor, we believe the more important influence on the
stock market during the period was the performance of the U.S. economy, which is
showing steady growth and controlled inflation, as well as a continued recovery in
earnings growth for blue chip companies. We believe those solid fundamentals provided
the most powerful underlying drivers for the market’s advance.
Over the last year, the U.S. economy has grown at a moderate rate of about 2% (as
measured by real GDP), but investors have been pleased to see a strong recovery in the
growth of industrial production, exports and durable goods orders over the last six
months. The job market, meanwhile, has remained robust, with over 175,000 jobs added
per month, on average, since September, helping to push the unemployment rate down to
4.4% in April. Continued moderate wage growth and inflation numbers have kept
inflation expectations anchored at around 2%, and market participants appear relaxed
about the two additional quarter-point interest rate hikes that the Federal Reserve is
signaling for the balance of the calendar year.
In our view, the U.S. equity market is not overvalued. Bond yields are still very low
relative to historical averages, while the prospective PE multiples for the Dow Jones
Industrial Average and S&P 500 Index are just above long-term averages at 17x and 18x,
respectively. We believe that equity valuations could go considerably higher and still be at
appropriate levels relative to bond yields. The dividend yield on the Dow Jones Industrial
Average, currently at 2.35%, is higher than the yield on the 10-year U.S. Government Bond.
In addition, we believe that sentiment indicators are still very positive. Investors,
while not particularly anxious, are certainly not euphoric, or even complacent. There are
always those that worry that the bull market is more than eight years old and is “due” for
a bear phase. Others fear that rising interest rates will cause equity valuations to be
questioned. And whenever softer economic data is reported, there are folks that predict
the economy could slip back into recession. All this doubt suggests to us that we are far
from a market top.
And finally, we believe U.S. companies are in good shape. The financial system – so
critical to the health of the corporate sector overall – is in a strong position. Banks have
rebuilt their businesses since the crisis and are now solidly profitable. Bank capital ratios
are higher, loan growth is solid and credit quality is excellent. Corporate profits as a whole
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are growing at their fastest rate since the third quarter of 2011, and many corporate
balance sheets are cash-rich, with relatively little debt.
We are hopeful that these economic and investment factors, taken together, can
provide support for the market to deliver solid returns in the year to come. Should the
market see some of its favorite President Trump policies enacted in that time, we believe
that would be icing on the cake.
Thank you for your continued confidence and investment in our funds. If you have
any questions or would like to speak with us directly, please don’t hesitate to call us at
(800) 966-4354.
Best regards,

Neil J. Hennessy
President and Chief Investment Officer
Past performance does not guarantee future results.
Mutual fund investing involves risk. Principal loss is possible.
Opinions expressed are those of Neil Hennessy and are subject to change, are not guaranteed and
should not be considered investment advice.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average and S&P 500 Index are unmanaged indices commonly used to
measure the performance of U.S. stocks. One cannot invest directly in an index.
Earnings growth is not representative of the Fund’s future performance.
Dividend Yield is calculated as the annual dividends paid by a company divided by the price of a
share of their stock.
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Performance Overview (Unaudited)
AVERAGE ANNUAL TOTAL RETURN FOR PERIODS ENDED APRIL 30, 2017

Hennessy Cornerstone
Large Growth Fund –
Investor Class (HFLGX) . . . . . . . . . . .
Hennessy Cornerstone
Large Growth Fund –
Institutional Class (HILGX) . . . . . . . .
Russell 1000® Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
S&P 500 Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Six
(1)
Months
________

One
Year
_____

Five
Years
_____

Since
Inception
(3/20/09)
_________

11.76%

16.65%

11.57%

16.97%

11.90%
13.46%
13.32%

16.98%
18.03%
17.92%

11.80%
13.63%
13.68%

17.26%
17.64%
17.43%

Expense ratios: 1.26% (Investor Class); 1.02% (Institutional Class)
(1)

Periods less than one year are not annualized.

_______________
Performance data quoted represents past performance; past performance does not guarantee future
results. The investment return and principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that an
investor’s shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their original cost. The
performance table does not reflect the deduction of taxes that a shareholder would pay on Fund
distributions or the redemption of Fund shares. Current performance of the Fund may be lower or
higher than the performance quoted. Performance data current to the most recent month end may
be obtained by visiting hennessyfunds.com.
The Russell 1000® Index is commonly used to measure the performance of largecapitalization U.S. stocks. The S&P 500 Index is an unmanaged index commonly used to
measure the performance of U.S. stocks. One cannot invest directly in an index.
The expense ratios presented are from the most recent prospectus. The expense ratios for
the current reporting period are available in the Financial Highlights section of this report.
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PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW/SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS

Financial Statements
Schedule of Investments as of April 30, 2017 (Unaudited)

HENNESSY CORNERSTONE LARGE GROWTH FUND
(% of Net Assets)
Telecommunication Services – 1.82%

Short-Term Investments
and Other – 1.67%

Materials – 1.94%
Information
Technology – 12.30%

Consumer
Discretionary – 35.57%

Industrials – 23.07%
Consumer Staples – 4.11%
Financials – 4.02%
Health Care – 15.50%

TOP TEN HOLDINGS (EXCLUDING CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS)

% NET ASSETS

Whole Foods Market, Inc.

2.38%

HP, Inc.

2.32%

Best Buy Co., Inc.

2.26%

Darden Restaurants, Inc.

2.22%

Rockwell Collins, Inc.

2.20%

Varian Medical Systems, Inc.

2.19%

KLA-Tencor Corp.

2.16%

The Gap, Inc.

2.15%

VF Corp.

2.13%

Foot Locker, Inc.

2.13%

Note: For presentation purposes, the Fund has grouped some of the industry categories. For
purposes of categorizing securities for compliance with Section 8(b)(1) of the Investment
Company Act of 1940, as amended, the Fund uses more specific industry classifications.
H E NN ES S Y F UNDS
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COMMON STOCKS – 98.33%

Number
of Shares

Value

% of
Net Assets

Consumer Discretionary – 35.57%
AutoZone, Inc. (a)

2,700

1,868,913

1.77%

Best Buy Co., Inc.

46,000

$

2,383,260

2.26%

CBS Corp., Class B

31,800

2,116,608

2.01%

Coach, Inc.

53,900

2,123,121

2.01%

Darden Restaurants, Inc.

27,500

2,342,725

2.22%

Dollar General Corp.

26,900

1,955,899

1.86%

Foot Locker, Inc.

29,000

2,242,860

2.13%

Harley-Davidson, Inc.

35,500

2,016,755

1.91%

L Brands, Inc.

34,400

1,816,664

1.72%

Lear Corp.

14,400

2,054,304

1.95%

Nordstrom, Inc.

45,300

2,186,631

2.07%

Omnicom Group, Inc.

23,800

1,954,456

1.85%

Target Corp.

31,200

1,742,520

1.65%

The Gap, Inc.

86,600

2,268,920

2.15%

The Interpublic Group of Companies, Inc.

87,600

2,064,732

1.96%

The Walt Disney Co.

18,500

2,138,600

2.03%

VF Corp.

41,100

2,245,293

2.13%

Yum! Brands, Inc.

30,300

1,992,225
37,514,486

1.89%
35.57%

The Kroger Co.

61,500

1,823,475

1.73%

Whole Foods Market, Inc.

68,900

2,505,893
4,329,368

2.38%
4.11%

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

16,600

2,122,310

2.01%

T. Rowe Price Group, Inc.

29,900

2,119,611
4,241,921

2.01%
4.02%

AbbVie, Inc.

33,400

2,202,396

2.09%

AmerisourceBergen Corp.

22,200

1,821,510

1.73%

7,500

2,034,075

1.93%

Cardinal Health, Inc.

25,900

1,880,081

1.78%

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

30,200

2,070,210

1.96%

HCA Holdings, Inc. (a)

24,300

2,046,303

1.94%

Consumer Staples – 4.11%

Financials – 4.02%

Health Care – 15.50%

Biogen, Inc. (a)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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Number
of Shares

Value

% of
Net Assets

Health Care (Continued)
McKesson Corp.

14,300

1,977,547

1.88%

Varian Medical Systems, Inc. (a)

25,500

$

2,313,870
16,345,992

2.19%
15.50%

Alaska Air Group, Inc.

20,800

1,769,872

1.68%

American Airlines Group, Inc.

44,800

1,909,376

1.81%

Cummins, Inc.

13,900

2,098,066

1.99%

Deere & Co.

18,600

2,075,946

1.97%

Delta Air Lines, Inc.

42,000

1,908,480

1.81%

J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Inc.

20,600

1,846,996

1.75%

7,900

2,128,655

2.02%

Rockwell Collins, Inc.

22,300

2,321,207

2.20%

Southwest Airlines Co.

38,200

2,147,604

2.04%

Union Paciﬁc Corp.

18,800

2,104,848

1.99%

United Continental Holdings, Inc. (a)

28,200

1,979,922

1.88%

United Parcel Service, Inc., Class B

19,000

2,041,740
24,332,712

1.93%
23.07%

15,250

2,190,663

2.08%

130,200

2,450,364

2.32%

11,500

1,843,335

1.75%

KLA-Tencor Corp.

23,200

2,278,704

2.16%

Skyworks Solutions, Inc.

22,000

2,194,280

2.08%

The Western Union Co.

101,400

2,013,804
12,971,150

1.91%
12.30%

14,600

2,051,300

1.94%

41,700

1,914,447

1.82%

103,701,376

98.33%

Industrials – 23.07%

Lockheed Martin Corp.

Information Technology – 12.30%
Apple, Inc.
HP, Inc.
International Business Machines Corp.

Materials – 1.94%
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

Telecommunication Services – 1.82%
Verizon Communications, Inc.
Total Common Stocks
(Cost $94,159,387)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS

COMMON STOCKS

SHORT-TERM INVESTMENTS – 1.85%

Number
of Shares

% of
Net Assets

Value

Money Market Funds – 1.85%
Fidelity Government Portfolio, Institutional Class, 0.60% (b)

1,948,408

$

1,948,408

1.85%

1,948,408

1.85%

105,649,784

100.18%

(190,525)

(0.18)%

$105,459,259

100.00%

Total Short-Term Investments
(Cost $1,948,408)
Total Investments
(Cost $96,107,795) – 100.18%
Liabilities in Excess of Other Assets – (0.18)%
TOTAL NET ASSETS – 100.00%
Percentages are stated as a percent of net assets.
(a) Non-income producing security.
(b) The rate listed is the fund’s 7-day yield as of April 30, 2017.
Summary of Fair Value Exposure at April 30, 2017

The following is a summary of the inputs used to value the Fund’s net assets as of April 30, 2017 (See Note 3 in the
accompanying notes to the ﬁnancial statements):
Common Stocks
Consumer Discretionary
Consumer Staples
Financials
Health Care
Industrials
Information Technology
Materials
Telecommunication Services
Total Common Stocks
Short-Term Investments
Money Market Funds
Total Short-Term Investments
Total Investments

Level 1
$ 37,514,486
4,329,368
4,241,921
16,345,992
24,332,712
12,971,150
2,051,300
1,914,447
$103,701,376

Level 2
$
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
$
—

Level 3
$
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
$
—

Total
$ 37,514,486
4,329,368
4,241,921
16,345,992
24,332,712
12,971,150
2,051,300
1,914,447
$103,701,376

$ 1,948,408
$ 1,948,408
$105,649,784

$
$
$

$
$
$

$ 1,948,408
$ 1,948,408
$105,649,784

—
—
—

—
—
—

Transfers between levels are recognized at the end of the reporting period. During the six-month period ended
April 30, 2017, the Fund recognized no transfers between levels.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities as of April 30, 2017 (Unaudited)
ASSETS:
Investments in securities, at value (cost $96,107,795)
Dividends and interest receivable
Receivable for fund shares sold
Prepaid expenses and other assets
Total Assets

$105,649,784
98,365
89
20,743
__________
105,768,981
__________

LIABILITIES:
Payable for fund shares redeemed
Payable to advisor
Payable to administrator
Payable to auditor
Accrued distribution fees
Accrued interest payable
Accrued service fees
Accrued trustees fees
Accrued expenses and other payables
Total Liabilities
NET ASSETS

62,868
64,716
17,546
13,202
122,483
287
7,699
3,209
17,712
__________
309,722
__________
$105,459,259
__________
__________

NET ASSETS CONSIST OF:
Capital stock
Accumulated net investment income
Accumulated net realized gain on investments
Unrealized net appreciation on investments
Total Net Assets

$ 91,249,061
602,229
4,065,980
9,541,989
__________
$105,459,259
__________
__________

NET ASSETS
Investor Class:
Shares authorized (no par value)
Net assets applicable to outstanding Investor Class shares
Shares issued and outstanding
Net asset value, oﬀering price and redemption price per share

Unlimited
$ 92,696,199
8,165,680
$11.35
__________
__________

Institutional Class:
Shares authorized (no par value)
Net assets applicable to outstanding Institutional Class shares
Shares issued and outstanding
Net asset value, oﬀering price and redemption price per share

Unlimited
$ 12,763,060
1,114,743
$11.45
__________
__________

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS/STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

Financial Statements

Financial Statements
Statement of Operations for the six months ended April 30, 2017 (Unaudited)
INVESTMENT INCOME:
Dividend income
Interest income
Total investment income

$ 1,251,491
6,218
_________
1,257,709
_________

EXPENSES:
Investment advisory fees (See Note 5)
Distribution fees – Investor Class (See Note 5)
Administration, fund accounting, custody and transfer agent fees (See Note 5)
Service fees – Investor Class (See Note 5)
Sub-transfer agent expenses – Investor Class (See Note 5)
Sub-transfer agent expenses – Institutional Class (See Note 5)
Federal and state registration fees
Compliance expense (See Note 5)
Audit fees
Reports to shareholders
Trustees’ fees and expenses
Legal fees
Interest expense (See Note 7)
Other expenses
Total expenses
NET INVESTMENT INCOME

400,498
71,581
51,963
47,721
20,295
3,044
16,106
12,927
11,007
7,655
7,411
300
287
4,685
_________
655,480
_________
$_________
602,229

REALIZED AND UNREALIZED GAINS:
Net realized gain on investments
Net change in unrealized appreciation on investments
Net gain on investments
NET INCREASE IN NET ASSETS RESULTING FROM OPERATIONS

$ 8,753,603
2,401,195
_________
11,154,798
_________
$11,757,027
_________
_________

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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Statements of Changes in Net Assets
Six Months Ended
April 30, 2017
Year Ended
(Unaudited)
October 31, 2016
______________
_____________
OPERATIONS:
Net investment income
Net realized gain (loss) on investments
Net change in unrealized appreciation on investments
Net increase in net assets resulting from operations
DISTRIBUTIONS TO SHAREHOLDERS FROM:
Net investment income
Investor Class
Institutional Class
Net realized gains
Investor Class
Institutional Class
Total distributions
CAPITAL SHARE TRANSACTIONS:
Proceeds from shares subscribed – Investor Class
Proceeds from shares subscribed – Institutional Class
Dividends reinvested – Investor Class
Dividends reinvested – Institutional Class
Cost of shares redeemed – Investor Class
Cost of shares redeemed – Institutional Class
Net increase (decrease) in net assets derived
from capital share transactions
TOTAL INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS
NET ASSETS:
Beginning of period
End of period
Undistributed net investment income, end of period
CHANGES IN SHARES OUTSTANDING:
Shares sold – Investor Class
Shares sold – Institutional Class
Shares issued to holders as reinvestment
of dividends – Investor Class
Shares issued to holders as reinvestment
of dividends – Institutional Class
Shares redeemed – Investor Class
Shares redeemed – Institutional Class
Net increase (decrease) in shares outstanding

$

602,229
8,753,603
2,401,195
__________
11,757,027
__________

$ 1,258,574
(4,660,170)
5,641,171
__________
2,239,575
__________

(1,086,070)
(172,457)

(1,432,337)
(220,462)

—
—
__________
(1,258,527)
__________

(19,800,250)
(2,853,456)
__________
(24,306,505)
__________

5,907,337
598,491
1,010,431
169,405
(11,185,776)
(1,505,536)
__________

3,720,536
414,799
20,149,648
2,974,276
(15,493,334)
(2,192,433)
__________

(5,005,648)
__________
5,492,852

9,573,492
__________
(12,493,438)

99,966,407
__________
$105,459,259
__________
$__________
602,229

112,459,845
__________
$__________
99,966,407
$__________
1,258,527

532,001
53,252

366,149
40,906

92,024

2,044,705

15,303
(1,000,552)
(134,213)
__________
(442,185)
__________

299,398
(1,461,302)
(214,449)
__________
1,075,407
__________

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS/STATEMENTS OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

Financial Statements

Financial Statements
Financial Highlights
For an Investor Class share outstanding throughout each period
Six Months Ended
April 30, 2017
(Unaudited)
_____________
PER SHARE DATA:
Net asset value, beginning of period

$10.27
_____

Income from investment operations:
Net investment income
Net realized and unrealized gains on investments
Total from investment operations

0.06
1.14
_____
1.20
_____

Less distributions:
Dividends from net investment income
Dividends from net realized gains
Total distributions
Net asset value, end of period

(0.12)
—
_____
(0.12)
_____
$11.35
_____
_____

TOTAL RETURN

11.76%(1)

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA AND RATIOS:
Net assets, end of period (millions)
Ratio of expenses to average net assets
Ratio of net investment income to average net assets
Portfolio turnover rate(3)

$92.70
1.24%(2)
1.08%(2)
60%(1)

(1)
(2)
(3)

Not annualized.
Annualized.
Portfolio turnover is calculated on the basis of the Fund as a whole.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS — INVESTOR CLASS

Year Ended October 31,
______________________________________________________
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
$12.99
_____

$15.16
_____

$13.56
_____

$10.77
_____

$12.37
_____

0.09
0.08
_____
0.17
_____

0.17
0.04
_____
0.21
_____

0.15
2.28
_____
2.43
_____

0.14
2.77
_____
2.91
_____

0.13
0.80
_____
0.93
_____

(0.16)
(2.73)
_____
(2.89)
_____
$10.27
_____
_____

(0.14)
(2.24)
_____
(2.38)
_____
$12.99
_____
_____

(0.15)
(0.68)
_____
(0.83)
_____
$15.16
_____
_____

(0.10)
(0.02)
_____
(0.12)
_____
$13.56
_____
_____

(0.07)
(2.46)
_____
(2.53)
_____
$10.77
_____
_____

2.63%

1.11%

18.73%

27.32%

9.14%

$87.73
1.25%
1.22%
53%

$98.64
1.09%
1.37%
79%

$105.51
1.15%
1.12%
57%

$88.77
1.19%
1.10%
73%

$75.83
1.27%
1.35%
0%

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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Financial Statements
Financial Highlights
For an Institutional Class share outstanding throughout each period
Six Months Ended
April 30, 2017
(Unaudited)
_____________
PER SHARE DATA:
Net asset value, beginning of period

$10.37
_____

Income from investment operations:
Net investment income
Net realized and unrealized gains on investments
Total from investment operations

0.07
1.16
_____
1.23
_____

Less distributions:
Dividends from net investment income
Dividends from net realized gains
Total distributions
Net asset value, end of period

(0.15)
—
_____
(0.15)
_____
$11.45
_____
_____

TOTAL RETURN

11.90%(1)

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA AND RATIOS:
Net assets, end of period (millions)
Ratio of expenses to average net assets:
Before expense reimbursement
After expense reimbursement
Ratio of net investment income to average net assets:
Before expense reimbursement
After expense reimbursement
Portfolio turnover rate(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

$12.76
0.99%(2)
0.99%(2)
1.33%(2)
1.33%(2)
60%(1)

Not annualized.
Annualized.
Portfolio turnover is calculated on the basis of the Fund as a whole.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS — INSTITUTIONAL CLASS

Year Ended October 31,
______________________________________________________
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
$13.10
_____

$15.30
_____

$13.68
_____

$10.85
_____

$12.44
_____

0.13
0.07
_____
0.20
_____

0.20
0.02
_____
0.22
_____

0.17
2.30
_____
2.47
_____

0.09
2.88
_____
2.97
_____

0.07
0.89
_____
0.96
_____

(0.17)
(2.76)
_____
(2.93)
_____
$10.37
_____
_____

(0.16)
(2.26)
_____
(2.42)
_____
$13.10
_____
_____

(0.17)
(0.68)
_____
(0.85)
_____
$15.30
_____
_____

(0.12)
(0.02)
_____
(0.14)
_____
$13.68
_____
_____

(0.09)
(2.46)
_____
(2.55)
_____
$10.85
_____
_____

2.92%

1.19%

18.96%

27.63%

9.43%

$12.24

$13.82

$14.88

$16.19

$33.94

1.01%
1.01%

0.99%
0.99%

1.06%
0.98%

1.10%
0.98%

1.41%
0.98%

1.47%
1.47%
53%

1.47%
1.47%
79%

1.21%
1.30%
57%

1.38%
1.50%
73%

6.44%
6.87%
0%

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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Financial Statements
Notes to the Financial Statements April 30, 2017 (Unaudited)

1). ORGANIZATION
The Hennessy Cornerstone Large Growth Fund (the “Fund”) is a series of Hennessy
Funds Trust (the “Trust”), which was organized as a Delaware statutory trust on
September 17, 1992. The Fund is an open-end management investment company
registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended. The investment
objective of the Fund is long-term growth of capital. The Fund is a diversified fund.
The Fund offers Investor Class and Institutional Class shares. Each class of shares
differs principally in its respective 12b-1 distribution and service, shareholder servicing,
and sub-transfer agent expenses (there are no sales charges). Each class has identical
rights to earnings, assets, and voting privileges, except for class-specific expenses and
exclusive rights to vote on matters affecting only an individual class.
As an investment company, the Fund follows the investment company accounting and
reporting guidance of the Financial Accounting Standards Board (“FASB”) Accounting
Standard Codification Topic 946 “Financial Services—Investment Companies.”
2). SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The following is a summary of significant accounting policies consistently followed by the
Fund in the preparation of the financial statements. These policies conform with U.S.
generally accepted accounting principles (“GAAP”).
a). Investment Valuation – All investments in securities are recorded at their estimated
fair value, as described in Note 3.
b). Federal Income Taxes – No provision for federal income taxes or excise taxes has been
made since the Fund has elected to be taxed as a “regulated investment company” and
intends to distribute substantially all of its taxable income to its shareholders and
otherwise comply with the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended, applicable to regulated investment companies. Net investment income/loss
and realized gains/losses for federal income tax purposes may differ from that reported
in the financial statements because of temporary book and tax basis differences.
Temporary differences are primarily the result of the treatment of wash sales for tax
reporting purposes. The Fund recognizes interest and penalties related to income tax
benefits, if any, in the Statement of Operations as an income tax expense.
Distributions from net realized gains for book purposes may include short-term
capital gains, which are included as ordinary income to shareholders for tax purposes.
c). Accounting for Uncertainty in Income Taxes – The Fund has accounting policies
regarding recognition and measurement of tax positions taken or expected to be
taken on a tax return. The tax returns of the Fund for the prior three fiscal years are
open for examination. The Fund has reviewed all open tax years in major
jurisdictions and concluded that there is no impact on the Fund’s net assets and no
tax liability resulting from unrecognized tax benefits relating to uncertain income tax
positions taken or expected to be taken on a tax return. The Fund’s major tax
jurisdictions are U.S. federal and Delaware.
d). Income and Expenses – Dividend income is recognized on the ex-dividend date or as
soon as information is available to the Fund. Interest income, which includes the
amortization of premium and accretion of discount, is recognized on an accrual basis.
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e). Distributions to Shareholders – Dividends from net investment income for the Fund,
if any, are declared and paid annually, usually in December. Distributions of net
realized capital gains, if any, are declared and paid annually, usually in December.
f).

Security Transactions – Investment and shareholder transactions are recorded on the
trade date. The Fund determines the gain or loss realized from the investment
transactions by comparing the original cost of the security lot sold with the net sale
proceeds. Discounts and premiums on securities purchased are accreted/amortized
over the life of the respective security.

g). Use of Estimates – The preparation of financial statements in conformity with GAAP
requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at
the date of the financial statements and the reported change in net assets during the
reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.
h). Share Valuation – The net asset value (“NAV”) per share of the Fund is calculated by
dividing the sum of the value of the securities held by the Fund, plus cash or other
assets, minus all liabilities (including estimated accrued expenses) by the total number
of shares outstanding for the Fund, rounded to the nearest cent. The Fund’s shares will
not be priced on days the New York Stock Exchange is closed for trading. The offering
and redemption price per share for the Fund is equal to the Fund’s NAV per share.
i).

Derivatives – The Fund may invest in, or enter into, derivatives, such as options, futures
contracts, options on futures contracts, and swaps, for a variety of reasons, including to
hedge certain risks, to provide a substitute for purchasing or selling particular
securities, or to increase potential income gain. Derivatives are financial contracts
based on an underlying or notional amount, require no initial investment or an initial
net investment that is smaller than would normally be required to have a similar
response to changes in market factors, and require or permit net settlement. Derivatives
may allow the Fund to increase or decrease the level of risk to which the Fund is
exposed more quickly and efficiently than transactions in other types of instruments.
The main purpose of utilizing derivative instruments is for hedging purposes.
The Fund follows the financial accounting reporting rules as required by the
Derivatives and Hedging Topic of the FASB Accounting Standards Codification.
Under such rules, the Fund is required to include enhanced disclosure that enables
investors to understand how and why an entity uses derivatives, how derivatives are
accounted for, and how derivatives instruments affect an entity’s results of operations
and financial position. During the six months ended April 30, 2017, the Fund did not
hold any derivative instruments.

j).

Repurchase and Reverse Repurchase Agreements – The Fund may enter into
repurchase agreements and reverse repurchase agreements with member banks or
security dealers of the Federal Reserve Board whom the investment advisor deems
creditworthy. Transactions involving repurchase agreements and reverse repurchase
agreements are treated as collateralized financing transactions, and are recorded at
their contracted resell or repurchase amounts, which approximates fair value.
Interest on repurchase agreements and reverse repurchase agreements is included in
interest receivable and interest payable, respectively.
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The Fund is charged for those expenses that are directly attributable to the portfolio,
such as advisory, administration, and certain shareholder service fees. Income,
expenses (other than expenses attributable to a specific class), and realized and
unrealized gains/losses on investments are allocated to each class of shares based on
its respective net assets.

In connection with repurchase agreements, securities pledged as collateral are
held by the custodian bank until the respective agreements mature. Provisions of the
repurchase agreements ensure that the market value of the collateral, including
accrued interest thereon, is sufficient to cover the repurchase amount in the event of
default of the counterparty. If the counterparty defaults and the fair value of the
collateral declines or if the counterparty enters an insolvency proceeding, realization
of the collateral by the Fund may be delayed or limited.
During the six months ended April 30, 2017, the Fund did not enter into any
repurchase agreements or reverse repurchase agreements.
k). New Accounting Pronouncements – In October 2016, the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission adopted new rules and amended existing rules (together,
“final rules”) intended to modernize the reporting and disclosure of information by
registered investment companies. In part, the final rules amend Regulation S-X and
require standardized, enhanced disclosure about derivatives in investment company
financial statements, as well as other amendments. The compliance date for the
amendments to Regulation S-X is August 1, 2017. Management has reviewed the
requirements and believes the adoption of the final rules will not have a material
impact on the Fund’s financial statements and related disclosures.
3). SECURITIES VALUATION
The Fund follows authoritative fair valuation accounting standards that establish an
authoritative definition of fair value and set out a hierarchy for measuring fair value.
These standards require additional disclosures about the various inputs and valuation
techniques used to develop the measurements of fair value and a discussion of changes in
valuation techniques and related inputs during the period. These inputs are summarized
in the three broad levels listed below:
Level 1 – Unadjusted, quoted prices in active markets for identical instruments that
the Fund has the ability to access at the date of measurement.
Level 2 – Other significant observable inputs (including, but not limited to, quoted
prices in active markets for similar instruments, quoted prices in markets
that are not active for identical or similar instruments, and model-derived
valuations in which all significant inputs and significant value drivers are
observable in active markets (such as interest rates, prepayment speeds,
credit risk curves, default rates, and similar data)).
Level 3 – Significant unobservable inputs (including the Fund’s own assumptions
about what market participants would use to price the asset or liability
based on the best available information) when observable inputs are
unavailable.
Following is a description of the valuation techniques applied to the Fund’s major
categories of assets and liabilities measured at fair value on a recurring basis.
Equity Securities – Equity securities, including common stocks, preferred stocks,
exchange-traded funds, closed-end mutual funds, partnerships, rights, and real estate
investment trusts, that are traded on a securities exchange for which a last-quoted
sales price is readily available will generally be valued at the last sales price as
reported by the primary exchange on which the securities are listed. Securities listed
on The NASDAQ Stock Market (“NASDAQ”) will generally be valued at the
NASDAQ Official Closing Price, which may differ from the last sales price reported.
Securities traded on a securities exchange for which a last-quoted sales price is not
readily available will generally be valued at the mean between the bid and ask prices.
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Registered Investment Companies – Investments in registered investment companies
(e.g., mutual funds) are generally priced at the ending NAV provided by the
applicable registered investment company’s service agent and will be classified in
Level 1 of the fair value hierarchy.
Debt Securities – Debt securities, including corporate bonds, asset-backed securities,
mortgage-backed securities, municipal bonds, U.S. Treasuries, and U.S. government
agency issues, are generally valued at market on the basis of valuations furnished by
an independent pricing service that utilizes both dealer-supplied valuations and
formula-based techniques. The pricing service may consider recently executed
transactions in securities of the issuer or comparable issuers, market price quotations
(where observable), bond spreads, and fundamental data relating to the issuer. In
addition, the model may incorporate observable market data, such as reported sales
of similar securities, broker quotes, yields, bids, offers, and reference data. Certain
securities are valued primarily using dealer quotations. These securities are generally
classified in Level 2 of the fair value hierarchy.
Short-Term Securities – Short-term equity investments, including money market funds,
are valued in the manner specified above. Short-term debt investments with an
original term to maturity of 60 days or less are valued at amortized cost, which
approximates fair market value. If the original term to maturity of a short-term debt
investment exceeded 60 days, then the values as of the 61st day prior to maturity are
amortized. Amortized cost is not used if its use would be inappropriate due to credit
or other impairments of the issuer, in which case the security’s fair value would be
determined, as described below. Short-term securities are generally classified in
Level 1 or Level 2 of the fair market hierarchy depending on the inputs used and
market activity levels for specific securities.
The Board of Trustees of the Fund (the “Board”) has adopted fair value pricing
procedures that are followed when a price for a security is not readily available or if a
significant event has occurred that indicates the closing price of a security no longer
represents the true value of that security. Fair value pricing determinations are made in
good faith in accordance with these procedures. There are numerous criteria that will be
given consideration in determining a fair value of a security, such as the trading volume of
a security and markets, the value of other similar securities, and news events with direct
bearing to a security or markets. Fair value pricing results in an estimated price for a
security that reflects the amount the Fund might reasonably expect to receive in a current
sale. Depending on the relative significance of the valuation inputs, these securities may
be classified in either Level 2 or Level 3 of the fair value hierarchy.
The Board has delegated day-to-day valuation matters to a Valuation Committee
comprised of one or more representatives from Hennessy Advisors, Inc. (the “Advisor”),
the Fund’s investment advisor. The function of the Valuation Committee is to value
securities where current and reliable market quotations are not readily available. All
actions taken by the Valuation Committee are reviewed by the Board.
The Fund has performed an analysis of all existing investments to determine the
significance and character of all inputs to their fair value determination. Various inputs
are used in determining the value of the Fund’s investments. The inputs or methodology
used for valuing securities are not necessarily an indication of the risk associated with
investing in those securities. Details related to the fair valuation hierarchy of the Fund’s
securities as of April 30, 2017, are included in the Schedule of Investments.
H E NN ES S Y F UNDS
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To the extent these securities are actively traded and valuation adjustments are not
applied, they are classified in Level 1 of the fair value hierarchy.

4). INVESTMENT TRANSACTIONS
Purchases and sales of investment securities (excluding government and short-term
investments) for the Fund during the six months ended April 30, 2017, were $62,838,598
and $69,297,966, respectively.
There were no purchases or sales/maturities of long-term U.S. government securities
for the Fund during the six months ended April 30, 2017.
The Fund is permitted to purchase or sell securities from or to another fund in the
Hennessy Funds family of funds (the “Hennessy Funds”) under specified conditions
outlined in procedures adopted by the Board of Trustees. The procedures have been designed
to ensure that any purchase or sale of securities by the Fund from or to another Hennessy
Fund complies with Rule 17a-7 of the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended.
During the six months ended April 30, 2017, the Fund did not engage in purchases and sales
of securities pursuant to Rule 17a-7 of the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended.
5). INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT FEE AND OTHER TRANSACTIONS WITH AFFILIATES
The Advisor provides the Fund with investment management services under an
Investment Advisory Agreement. The Advisor furnishes all investment advice, office
space, facilities, and provides most of the personnel needed by the Fund. As
compensation for its services, the Advisor is entitled to a monthly fee from the Fund. The
fee is based upon the average daily net assets of the Fund at the annual rate of 0.74%. The
net investment advisory fees expensed by the Fund during the six months ended April 30,
2017, are included in the Statement of Operations.
In the past, the Advisor had contractually agreed to waive its fees and absorb expenses
to the extent that the total annual operating expenses exceeded 0.98% of the Fund’s net
assets for Institutional Class shares of the Fund (excluding all federal, state and local taxes,
interest, brokerage commissions, acquired fund fees and expenses and other costs incurred
in connection with the purchase and sale of securities and extraordinary items). The
expense limitation agreement was terminated by the Board as of February 28, 2015.
For a period of three years after the year in which the Advisor waived or reimbursed
expenses, the Advisor may seek reimbursement from the Fund to the extent that total
annual fund operating expenses are less than the expense limitation that was in effect at
the time the Advisor waived or reimbursed expenses. As of April 30, 2017, cumulative
expenses subject to potential recovery under the aforementioned conditions were $238 for
Institutional Class shares, which will expire on October 31, 2018.
The Board has approved a Shareholder Servicing Agreement for Investor Class shares
of the Fund, which was instituted to compensate the Advisor for the non-investment
management services it provides to the Fund. The Shareholder Servicing Agreement
provides for a monthly fee paid to the Advisor at an annual rate of 0.10% of the average
daily net assets of the Fund attributable to Investor Class shares. The shareholder service
fees expensed by the Fund during the six months ended April 30, 2017, are included in
the Statement of Operations.
The Fund has adopted a plan pursuant to Rule 12b-1 under the Investment Company
Act of 1940, as amended, that authorizes payments in connection with the distribution of
the Fund’s shares at an annual rate of up to 0.25% of the Fund’s average daily net assets
attributable to Investor Class shares. Even though the authorized rate is up to 0.25%, the
Fund is currently only using 0.15% of its average daily net assets attributable to Investor
Class shares for such purposes. Amounts paid under the plan may be spent on any
activities or expenses primarily intended to result in the sale of shares, including, but not
limited to, advertising, shareholder account servicing, the printing and mailing of
20
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The Fund has entered into agreements with various brokers, dealers, and financial
intermediaries in connection with the sale of shares of the Fund. The agreements
provide for periodic payments by the Fund to the brokers, dealers, and financial
intermediaries for providing certain shareholder maintenance services (sub-transfer agent
expenses). These shareholder services include the pre-processing and quality control of
new accounts, shareholder correspondence, answering customer inquiries regarding
account status, and facilitating shareholder telephone transactions. The sub-transfer
agent fees expensed by the Fund during the six months ended April 30, 2017, are
included in the Statement of Operations.
U.S. Bancorp Fund Services, LLC (“USBFS”) provides the Fund with administrative,
fund accounting, and transfer agent services, and necessary office equipment. As
administrator, USBFS is responsible for activities such as (i) preparing various federal and
state regulatory filings, reports, and returns for the Fund, (ii) preparing reports and
materials to be supplied to the Board, (iii) monitoring the activities of the Fund’s
custodian, transfer agent, and accountants, and (iv) coordinating the preparation and
payment of the Fund’s expenses and reviewing the Fund’s expense accruals. U.S. Bank,
N.A., an affiliate of USBFS, serves as the Fund’s custodian. The administrative, fund
accounting, custody, and transfer agent fees expensed by the Fund during the six months
ended April 30, 2017, are included in the Statement of Operations.
Quasar Distributors, LLC acts as the Fund’s principal underwriter in a continuous
public offering of the Fund’s shares. Quasar Distributors, LLC is an affiliate of USBFS and
U.S. Bank, N.A.
The officers of the Fund are affiliated with the Advisor. Such officers, with the
exception of the Chief Compliance Officer and the Senior Compliance Officer, receive no
compensation from the Fund for serving in their respective roles. The Fund, along with
the other Hennessy Funds, makes reimbursement payments, on an equal basis, to the
Advisor for a portion of the salary and benefits associated with the office of the Chief
Compliance Officer and for all of the salary and benefits associated with the office of the
Senior Compliance Officer. The compliance fees expensed by the Fund during the six
months ended April 30, 2017, are included in the Statement of Operations.
6). GUARANTEES AND INDEMNIFICATIONS
Under the Hennessy Funds’ organizational documents, their officers and trustees are
indemnified by the Hennessy Funds against certain liabilities arising out of the performance
of their duties to the Hennessy Funds. Additionally, in the normal course of business, the
Hennessy Funds enter into contracts with service providers that contain general
indemnification clauses. The Fund’s maximum exposure under these arrangements is
unknown as this would involve future claims that may be made against the Fund that have
not yet occurred. Currently, the Fund expects the risk of loss to be remote.
7). LINE OF CREDIT
The Fund has an uncommitted line of credit with the other Hennessy Funds in the
amount of the lesser of (i) $100,000,000 or (ii) 33.33% of each Hennessy Fund’s net
assets, or 30% for the Hennessy Gas Utility Fund and 10% for the Hennessy Balanced
Fund, intended to provide short-term financing, if necessary, subject to certain
restrictions, in connection with shareholder redemptions. The credit facility is with the
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prospectuses to other than current shareholders, the printing and mailing of sales
literature, and compensation for sales and marketing activities or to financial institutions
and others, such as dealers and distributors. The distribution fees expensed by the Fund
during the six months ended April 30, 2017, are included in the Statement of Operations.

Hennessy Funds’ custodian bank, U.S. Bank, N.A. Borrowings under this arrangement
bear interest at the bank’s prime rate and are secured by all of the Fund’s assets (as to its
own borrowings only). During the six months ended April 30, 2017, the Fund had an
outstanding average daily balance and a weighted average interest rate of $14,287 and
3.75%, respectively. The interest expensed by the Fund during the six months ended
April 30, 2017, is included in the Statement of Operations. The maximum amount
outstanding for the Fund during the period was $589,000. At April 30, 2017, the Fund
did not have any borrowings outstanding under the line of credit.
8). FEDERAL TAX INFORMATION
As of October 31, 2016, the Fund’s most recent fiscal year end, the components of
accumulated earnings (losses) for income tax purposes were as follows:
Cost of investments for tax purposes
Gross tax unrealized appreciation
Gross tax unrealized depreciation
Net tax unrealized appreciation
Undistributed ordinary income
Undistributed long-term capital gains
Total distributable earnings
Other accumulated loss
Total accumulated gain

$ 92,974,941
$ 13,252,735
(6,115,632)
$ 7,137,103
$ 1,258,527
—
$ 1,258,527
$ (4,683,932)
$ 3,711,698

The difference between book-basis unrealized appreciation/depreciation (as shown in
the Statement of Assets and Liabilities) and tax-basis unrealized appreciation/depreciation
(as shown above) is attributable primarily to wash sales.
At October 31, 2016, the Fund’s most recent fiscal year end, the Fund had capital loss
carryforwards that expire as follows:
$ 846,889
$3,837,043

Indeﬁnite ST
Indeﬁnite LT

At October 31, 2016, the Fund’s most recent fiscal year end, the Fund did not defer,
on a tax basis, any post-December late year ordinary loss deferrals.
During the fiscal years ended October 31, 2017 (year to date) and 2016, the tax
character of distributions paid by the Fund was as follows:

Ordinary income(1)
Long-term capital gain

(1)

Six Months Ended
April 30, 2017
______________
$1,258,527
—
________
$1,258,527
________
________

Year Ended
October
31, 2016
_____________
$ 1,652,846
22,653,659
_________
$24,306,505
_________
_________

Ordinary income includes short-term gain or loss.

9). EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO PERIOD END/AGREEMENT AND PLAN OF REORGANIZATION
Management has evaluated the Fund’s related events and transactions that occurred
subsequent to April 30, 2017, through the date of issuance of the Fund’s financial
statements. Management has determined that there were no subsequent events requiring
recognition or disclosure in the financial statements other than as disclosed below.
In June 2017, the Board approved an Agreement and Plan of Reorganization between
the Trust, on behalf of the Fund and the Hennessy Cornerstone Mid Cap 30 Fund, and
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The Fund has filed a preliminary proxy statement/prospectus on Form N-14, which
sets forth the proposed reorganization to be submitted to shareholders of the Rainier Large
Cap Equity Fund for their approval. Shareholders of the Rainier Large Cap Equity Fund
are urged to read the definitive proxy statement/prospectus when it becomes available,
because it will contain important information about the proposed reorganization.
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Rainier Investment Management Mutual Funds, a Delaware statutory trust, on behalf of
the Rainier Mid Cap Equity Fund, the Rainier Small/Mid Cap Equity Fund, and the
Rainier Large Cap Equity Fund. The Agreement and Plan of Reorganization provides for,
among other things, the transfer of all of the assets of the Rainier Large Cap Equity Fund
to the Fund and the assumption of the liabilities (other than any excluded liabilities) of
the Rainier Large Cap Equity Fund by the Fund. Both of the Rainier Large Cap Equity
Fund and the Fund have substantially similar investment objectives. It is anticipated that
the reorganization will be effective during the Fund’s fourth fiscal quarter of 2017.

Expense Example (Unaudited)
April 30, 2017

As a shareholder of the Fund, you incur two types of costs: (1) transaction costs,
including sales charges (loads) on purchase payments, reinvested dividends, or other
distributions; redemption fees; and exchange fees; and (2) ongoing costs, including
management fees; service fees; and other Fund expenses. This Example is intended to
help you understand your ongoing costs (in dollars) of investing in the Fund and to
compare these costs with the ongoing costs of investing in other mutual funds. The
Example is based on an investment of $1,000 invested at the beginning of the period and
held for the entire period from November 1, 2016, through April 30, 2017.
Actual Expenses
The first line of the table below under the “Investor Class” and “Institutional Class”
headings provides information about actual account values and actual expenses. Although
the Fund charges no sales loads or transaction fees, you will be assessed fees for outgoing
wire transfers, returned checks and stop payment orders at prevailing rates charged by
U.S. Bancorp Fund Services, LLC, the Fund’s transfer agent. If you request that a
redemption be made by wire transfer, currently a $15 fee is charged by the Fund’s transfer
agent. IRA accounts will be charged a $15 annual maintenance fee. The example below
includes, but is not limited to, management fees, shareholder servicing fees, fund
accounting, custody, and transfer agent fees. However, the example below does not
include portfolio trading commissions and related expenses, and other extraordinary
expenses as determined under generally accepted accounting principles. You may use the
information in this line, together with the amount you invested, to estimate the expenses
that you paid over the period. Simply divide your account value by $1,000 (for example,
an $8,600 account value divided by $1,000 = 8.6), then multiply the result by the number
in the first line of the table under the “Investor Class” or “Institutional Class” headings in
the column entitled “Expenses Paid During Period” to estimate the expenses you paid on
your account during this period.
Hypothetical Example for Comparison Purposes
The second line of the table below under the “Investor Class” and “Institutional Class”
headings provides information about hypothetical account values and hypothetical
expenses based on the Fund’s actual expense ratios and an assumed rate of return of 5%
per year before expenses, which is not the Fund’s actual return. The hypothetical account
values and expenses may not be used to estimate the actual ending account balance or
expenses you paid for the period. You may use this information to compare the ongoing
costs of investing in the Fund and other funds. To do so, compare this 5% hypothetical
example with the 5% hypothetical examples that appear in the shareholder reports of the
other funds. Please note that the expenses shown in the table are meant to highlight your
ongoing costs only and do not reflect any transactional costs, such as sales charges
(loads), or exchange fees. Therefore, the second line of the table under the “Investor
Class” and “Institutional Class” headings is useful in comparing ongoing costs only, and
will not help you determine the relative total costs of owning different funds. In addition,
if these transactional costs were included, your costs would have been higher.
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Investor Class
Actual

$1,000.00

$1,117.60

$6.51

Hypothetical (5% return before expenses)

$1,000.00

$1,018.65

$6.21

Institutional Class
Actual

$1,000.00

$1,119.00

$5.20

Hypothetical (5% return before expenses)

$1,000.00

$1,019.89

$4.96

(1)

Expenses are equal to the Fund’s annualized expense ratio of 1.24% for Investor Class shares or 0.99%
for Institutional Class shares, as applicable, multiplied by the average account value over the period,
multiplied by 181/365 days (to reﬂect one-half year period).
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Expenses Paid
Beginning
Ending
During Period(1)
Account Value Account Value November 1, 2016 –
November 1, 2016 ___________
April 30, 2017 _______________
April 30, 2017
______________

Proxy Voting Policy and Proxy Voting Records
A description of the policies and procedures the Fund uses to determine how to vote proxies
relating to portfolio securities is available without charge: (1) by calling 1-800-966-4354;
(2) on the Hennessy Funds’ website at hennessyfunds.com/proxy-voting/policy.fs; or (3) on
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s (the “SEC”) website at www.sec.gov. The
Fund’s proxy voting record is available without charge on both the Hennessy Funds’ website
at hennessyfunds.com/proxy-voting/vote.fs and the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov no later
than August 31 for the prior 12 months ending June 30.

Quarterly Schedule of Investments
The Fund files a complete schedule of portfolio holdings with the SEC for the first and third
quarters of each fiscal year on Form N-Q. The Fund’s Forms N-Q will be available on the
SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. The Fund’s Forms N-Q may be reviewed and copied at the
SEC’s Public Reference Room in Washington, DC and information on the operation of the
Public Reference Room may be obtained by calling 1-800-SEC-0330. Information included
in the Fund’s Forms N-Q will also be available upon request by calling 1-800-966-4354.

Federal Tax Distribution Information
(Unaudited)
For the fiscal year ended October 31, 2016, certain dividends paid by the Fund may be
subject to a maximum tax rate of 23.8%, as provided for by the Jobs and Growth Tax
Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003. The percentage of dividends declared from ordinary
income designated as qualified dividend income was 100%.
For corporate shareholders, the percent of ordinary income distributions that qualified
for the corporate dividends received deduction for the fiscal year ended October 31, 2016,
was 100%.
The percentage of taxable ordinary income distributions that is designated as a shortterm capital gain distribution under Section 871(k)(2)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, as amended, for the Fund was 0%.

Householding of Reports and Prospectuses
To help keep the Fund’s costs as low as possible, we generally deliver a single copy of most
financial reports and prospectuses to shareholders who share an address, even if the
accounts are registered under different names. This process, known as “householding,”
does not apply to account statements. You may request an individual copy of a prospectus
or financial report at any time. If you would like to receive separate mailings, please call
the Administrator at 1-800-261-6950 or 1-414-765-4124 and individual delivery will begin
within 30 days of your request. If your account is held through a financial institution or
other intermediary, please contact them directly to request individual delivery.
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At its meeting on March 8, 2017, the Board of Trustees of the Fund (the “Board,” and the
members thereof, the “Trustees”) unanimously approved the continuation of the
investment advisory agreement of the Fund with Hennessy Advisors, Inc. (the “Advisor”).
As part of the process of approving the continuation of the advisory agreement, the
Trustees reviewed their fiduciary duties with respect to approving the advisory agreement
and the relevant factors for them to consider. In addition, the Trustees who are not
deemed “interested persons” (as that term is defined by the Investment Company Act of
1940, as amended) of the Fund (the “Independent Trustees”) met in executive session to
discuss the approval of the advisory agreement.
In advance of the meeting, the Advisor sent detailed information to the Trustees to
assist them in their evaluation of the advisory agreement. This information included, but
was not limited to, (i) a memorandum from outside legal counsel that described the
fiduciary duties of the Board with respect to approving the continuation of the advisory
agreement and the relevant factors for consideration, (ii) a memorandum from the
Advisor that listed the factors relevant to the Board’s approval of the continuation of the
advisory agreement and also referenced the documents that had been provided to help the
Board assess each such factor, (iii) an inventory of the range of services provided by the
Advisor for the Fund, (iv) a written discussion of economies of scale, (v) the advisory
agreement, (vi) a recent Fund fact sheet, which included, among other things,
performance information over various time periods, (vii) a peer expense comparison of
both the net expense ratio and investment advisory fee of the Fund, (viii) the Advisor’s
most recent Form 10-K and Form 10-Q, which includes information about the Advisor’s
profitability, (ix) information about brokerage commissions, (x) information about the
Fund’s compliance program, and (xi) the Advisor’s current Form ADV Part I.
All of the factors discussed were considered as a whole by the Trustees, and also by
the Independent Trustees meeting in executive session. The factors were viewed in their
totality by the Trustees, with no single factor being the principal or determinative factor in
the Trustees’ determination of whether to approve the continuation of the advisory
agreement. The Trustees recognized that the management and fee arrangements for the
Fund are the result of years of review and discussion between the Independent Trustees
and the Advisor, that certain aspects of such arrangements may receive greater scrutiny in
some years than in others, and that the Trustees’ conclusions may be based, in part, on
their consideration of these same arrangements and information received during the
course of the year and in prior years.
Prior to approving the continuation of the advisory agreement, the Trustees,
including the Independent Trustees in executive session, considered, among other items:
(1) The nature and quality of the advisory services provided by the Advisor.
(2) A comparison of the fees and expenses of the Fund to other similar funds.
(3) Whether economies of scale are recognized by the Fund.
(4) The costs and profitability of the Fund to the Advisor.
(5) The performance of the Fund.
(6) Any benefits to the Advisor from serving as an investment advisor to the Fund
other than the advisory fee).
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Board Approval of Investment Advisory
Agreement

The material considerations and determinations of the Trustees, including the
Independent Trustees, were as follows:
(1) The Trustees considered the services identified below that are provided by the
Advisor. Based on this review, the Trustees concluded that the Advisor provides
high-quality services to the Fund, and they noted that their overall confidence in
the Advisor is high. The Trustees also concluded that they were satisfied with
the nature, extent, and quality of the advisory services provided to the Fund by
the Advisor, and that the nature and extent of the services provided by the
Advisor are appropriate to assure that the Fund’s operations are conducted in
compliance with applicable laws, rules, and regulations.
(a) The Advisor acts as the portfolio manager for the Fund. In this capacity, the
Advisor does the following:
(i) manages the composition of the Fund’s portfolio, including the
purchase, retention, and disposition of portfolio securities in accordance
with the Fund’s investment objectives, policies, and restrictions;
(ii) ensures compliance with “best execution” for the Fund’s portfolio;
(iii) manages the use of soft dollars for the Fund; and
(iv) manages proxy voting for the Fund.
(b) The Advisor performs a daily reconciliation of portfolio positions and cash
for the Fund.
(c) The Advisor monitors the Fund’s compliance with its investment objectives
and restrictions.
(d) The Advisor monitors compliance with federal securities laws and performs
activities such as maintaining a compliance program, conducting ongoing
reviews of the compliance programs of the Fund’s service providers,
conducting on-site visits to the Fund’s service providers, monitoring
incidents of abusive trading practices, reviewing Fund expense accruals,
payments, and fixed expense ratios, evaluating insurance providers for
fidelity bond coverage and D&O/E&O insurance coverage, conducting
employee compliance training, reviewing reports provided by service
providers, maintaining books and records, and preparing an annual
compliance report to the Board.
(e) The Advisor oversees service providers that provide accounting,
administration, distribution, transfer agency, custodial, sales and marketing,
public relations, audit, information technology, and legal services to the Fund.
(f) The Advisor maintains in-house marketing and distribution departments on
behalf of the Fund.
(g) The Advisor is actively involved with preparing regulatory filings for the
Fund, including writing and annually updating the Fund’s prospectus and
related documents.
(h) The Advisor prepares a written summary of the Fund’s performance for the
most recent twelve-month period for each annual report of the Fund.
(i) The Advisor oversees distribution of the Fund through third-party
broker/dealers and independent financial institutions such as Charles
Schwab, Inc., Fidelity, TD Waterhouse, and Pershing. The Advisor
participates in “no transaction fee” (“NTF”) programs with these companies
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(j) The Advisor pays the incentive compensation of the Fund’s compliance
officers and employs other staff, such as legal, marketing, national accounts
and distribution, sales, administrative, and trading oversight personnel, as
well as management executives.
(k) The Advisor provides a quarterly compliance certification to the Board.
(l) The Advisor prepares or reviews Board materials, frequently presents to the
Board or leads Board discussions, prepares or reviews meeting minutes, and
arranges for Board training and education.
(2) The Trustees compared the performance of the Fund to benchmark indices over
various time periods and they also noted that they review and discuss reports
comparing the investment performance of the Fund to various indices at each
quarterly Board meeting. Based on all such information, the Trustees believe
that the Advisor manages the Fund in a manner that is materially consistent
with its stated investment objective and style. The Trustees concluded that the
performance of the Fund over various time periods warranted the continuation
of the advisory agreement.
(3) The Trustees reviewed the advisory fees and overall expense ratios of the Fund
compared to other funds similar in asset size and investment objective to the
Fund using data from Morningstar. As part of the discussion with management,
the Trustees ensured that they understood and were comfortable with the
criteria used to determine the mutual funds included in the Morningstar
categories for purposes of the materials considered at the meeting. The Trustees
determined that the advisory fee and overall expense ratio of the Fund falls
within the range of the advisory fees and overall expense ratios of other
comparable funds and concluded that they are reasonable and warranted
continuation of the advisory agreement.
(4) The Trustees also considered whether economies of scale were being realized by
the Advisor that should be shared with the Fund’s shareholders. The Trustees
noted that many of the expenses incurred to manage the Fund are asset-based
fees and thus do not result in material economies of scale being realized as the
assets of the Fund increase. For example, mutual fund platform fees increase as
the Fund’s assets grow. The Trustees also considered the Advisor’s efforts to
contain expenses, and took into account the Advisor’s significant marketing
efforts to increase Fund assets. The Trustees noted that at current asset levels it
did not appear that there were economies of scale being realized by the Advisor
and concluded that it would continue to monitor economies of scale in the
future as circumstances changed.
(5) The Trustees considered the profitability of the Advisor, including the impact of
mutual fund platform fees on the Advisor’s profitability, and also considered the
resources and revenues that the Advisor has put into managing and distributing
the Fund. The Trustees then concluded that the profits of the Advisor are
reasonable and not excessive when compared to profitability guidelines set forth
in relevant court cases.
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on behalf of the Fund, which allow customers to purchase the Fund
through third-party distribution channels without paying a transaction fee.
The Advisor compensates, in part, a number of these third-party providers
of NTF programs out of its own revenues.

(6) The Trustees considered the high level of professionalism and knowledge of the
Advisor’s employees, along with a very low level of turnover, and concluded that
this was beneficial to the Fund and its shareholders.
(7) The Trustees considered any benefits to the Advisor from serving as an advisor to
the Fund other than the advisory fee. The Trustees noted that the Advisor may
derive ancillary benefits from, by way of example, its association with the Fund
in the form of proprietary and third-party research products and services received
from broker-dealers that execute portfolio trades for the Fund. The Trustees
determined that any such products and services have been used for legitimate
purposes relating to the Fund by providing assistance in the investment decisionmaking process. The Trustees concluded that any additional benefits realized by
the Advisor from its relationship with the Fund were reasonable.
After reviewing the materials provided at the meeting and management’s presentation,
as well as other information regularly provided at the Board’s quarterly meetings throughout
the year regarding the quality of services provided by the Advisor, the performance of the
Fund, expense information, regulatory compliance issues, trading information and related
matters, and other factors that the Trustees deemed relevant, the Trustees, including the
Independent Trustees, approved the continuation of the advisory agreement.
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